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Report on the Bananas NZ Going Global Conference  
At the University of Auckland School of Business 

Organised by the New Zealand Chinese Association (Auckland Branch) Inc.  
18-19 August 2007  

 
I was unable to attend the previous conferences, so I was thrilled to be able to attend this latest that Auckland Branch 
had organised, Bananas NZ Going Global. This was the third (and last, they claim) in their series examining the 
Chinese New Zealand experience. Well, they did themselves proud, because I thought it a stunning success. What an 
effort; two and a half days of full-on listening, looking, thinking, talking, eating. And there were bananas in the breaks 
as well, with fresh bananas, banana cakes, muffins and lollies… One of the sessions started at 7.30am, and things 
didn’t wrap up until late, especially for us talkers, trying to catch up with those we hadn’t seen for a bit, and meeting 
new friends. 
 
There was a rich collection of stimulating and clever speakers from around NZ and overseas, covering a huge range or 
topics. For me, most of the sessional highlights were those that I had personal engagement with, so here is a sample: 

· History in the Making: Kenda Gee’s update on the issues of the Head Tax in Canada. They have quite different 
thoughts over there and are going for personal compensation. And Wong Liu Sheung’s video, and the 
subsequent discussion regarding the sinking of the Ventnor. 

· High Flying Bananas: Robyn Wong’s journey to the games and back. 
· The Listener/NZCA Short Story Competition: Renee Liang (sister of Rosanne) got to read her winning entry. 

The performance of the first half captured us so much, that we had to hear the rest. I hope she continues to 
write when she can find space from her job as doctor. I was thrilled to hear that two of our members made the 
shortlist: Christine Chan-Hyams and Christopher Tse. Bravo all! Their entries can be downloaded from the 
website as well (address given below).  

· Reshaping Multiculturalism: A heartfelt plea from Margaret Mutu to work together to address Treaty concerns. 
 
· Falling Leaves return Home: Personal stories from these young people of how the return had allowed them to 

reconnect with their heritage and culture. 
  
As with many of these things, it was the subtexts, the discussions, the connections you made that were of 
immeasurable, long-lasting value. I really enjoyed hanging out with others from Wellington, and guys like Loong 
Wong from Canberra and George Jung from Canada. I did not enjoy being personally denied being able to call myself 
“Chinese” by Frank Chin from the US, as I have not yet learnt all the traditional stories. In his black-and-white world, 
effort, intent and challenges of distance, time, education of our ancestors etc. don’t count and are pathetic excuses. If 
the government took his line, Treaty claims would be a breeze, but there would be a lot of angry people. 
 
Kai Luey, for the organisers, assessed the conference as SEXY – Stimulating, Entertaining, eXciting and making all 
participants Yearn for more. Bananas NZ Going Global was all that; a tremendous feat of organisation, and those lucky 
enough to take part all came away richer for it. Thank you Auckland Branch. 
If you missed out, the organizers are gradually uploading the papers onto their website, along with those from past 
conferences: http://www.goingbananas.org.nz/ 
 
Short stories: http://www.goingbananas.org.nz/story_competition.php 
 
 
Reviewed by Lynette Shum 
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The History of the Middle Finger  
 

Well, now......here's something I never knew before, and now that I know it, I feel compelled to send it on to my more intelligent 
friends in the hope that they, too, will feel edified.  Isn't history more fun when you know something about it?    

Before the Battle of Agincourt in 1415, the French, anticipating victory over the English, proposed to cut off the middle finger of 
all captured English soldiers.  Without the middle finger it would be impossible to draw the renowned English longbow and 

therefore they would be incapable of fighting in the future.  This famous English longbow was made of the native English Yew 
tree, and the act of drawing the longbow was known as "plucking the yew" (or "pluck yew").  

Much to the bewilderment of the French, the English won a major upset and began mocking the French by waving their middle 
fingers at the defeated French, saying, See, we can still pluck yew!  Since 'pluck yew' is rather difficult to say, the difficult 

consonant cluster at the beginning has gradually changed to a labiodentals fricative F', and thus the words often used in conjunction 
with the one-finger-salute!  It is also because of the pheasant feathers on the arrows used with the longbow that the symbolic 

gesture is known as "giving the bird."  
IT IS STILL AN APPROPRIATE SALUTE TO THE FRENCH TODAY!  

And yew thought yew knew every plucking thing. 
Anon: Email. 

 

 
Paying Respects to the Souls of the Ventnor 
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The Leadership & Development Conference is a great opportunity for NZCA’s branches to collectively recognise, 
support and inspire worthy young people from our local communities and to provide skills to enhance their futures.�
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The NZCA initiative will create awareness in the ge neral community on the problem facing ageing with t he 
Chinese, and should assist the better targeting and  delivery of services by other service provider. �
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� The NZCA (Auckland Branch) newsletter will publish advertisements depending on if payments and information for 
advertisement is given within 2 weeks of publishing. The newsletter is to be published in the first month of summer, spring, 
autumn and winter.  Enquiries to NZCA (Auckland Branch) committee members 
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A lady was picking through the frozen turkeys at a branch of Foodtown store but she couldn't find one big enough for her family. She 
asked a passing assistant, "Do these turkeys get any bigger?"   The assistant replied, "I'm afraid not, they're dead."   Anon. 
�
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